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North Carolina Aquariums 



Mountain Gallery

1.
What adaptations have been made by mountain minnows over millions of years? 



Color, food choices, breeding habits

2.
Name 3 reasons many amphibians species are becoming rare. 


1.
Loss of habitat


2.
Over harvesting

3.
Competition for introduced species
Piedmont Gallery

3.
How can you make a difference in preserving our natural resources? (answers include)  Get involved with conservation groups, be aware of pollution problems, and clean up around school, home, water areas-streams, ponds, waterways, beach, and rivers 

4.
Discuss the benefits and drawbacks of man-made reservoirs.  

Benefits include:  store drinking water, generate electrical energy, and help reduce flooding, provides recreational opportunities, provide habitats for fish and other wildlife

Drawbacks include:  floods natural habitats, displaces native species, and hinders natural water flow

Marsh Boardwalk

5.
What is the distance in miles from N C Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores to the following? 



Pacific Ocean

2,724 miles/4,384 km


Atlantic Ocean
4,670 ft/1,423 m



Great Barrier Reef
9,768 miles/15,466 km
Coastal Plain Gallery

6.
Explain the role photosynthesis plays in the Beaver Dam Creek Exhibit. 

Plants take in energy from sun convert to food through photosynthesis process; small insects, fish, amphibians, worms, snails eat plants; turtles and larger animals eat smaller animals and dead plant and animal matter.

7. Ditches provide homes to ________, __________ & _________which are important to their ecosystem.  Fish, water snakes, crayfish, frogs, and/or mosquitoes
8.
In 1970, __________ became one of the first animals to be listed as endangered.


American alligator

Tidal Waters Gallery

9.
What has caused a major decline of the sea turtle population along the North Carolina beaches?   Human impact, erosion, beachfront development, pollution, increased boating and fishing 
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10.
How many eyes does a horseshoe crab have?  10  

          Draw a horseshoe crab and label at least 6 of the eyes.  
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There are two compound eyes on top, 2 eyespots on top near the           front of the head, there are 2 eye spots behind each eye, 2 on the tail, and        two underneath, near the mouth.

11.
How do tides benefit plants and animals in the salt marsh? 


High tide-bathes plants in salt water, brings in food

Low tide-leaves animals exposed to sun and fresh rainwater, takes away pollutants

Ocean Gallery

12.
The Living Shipwreck Exhibit portrays the marine habitat of an artificial reef.  Discuss an artificial reef food web.  Sponges/coral attach to ship, small fish and marine animals are attracted to sponges/coral; medium size fish/marine animals attracted to smaller fish/marine animals; larger fish/marine animals are attracted to medium size animals; sharks-keystone predictors/top of food web are attracted to other animals.  

13.
What are the 2 theories about how lionfish came to inhabit Gulf Stream waters?  


1.
ballast water from ocean freighters

2.
released by aquarium hobbyists
Sport Fishing Gallery

14.
 


1.
Surf



1.
red drum, striped bass, flounder



2.
bluefish, sea trout, pompano


2.
Sound



1.
speckled trout, red drum, flounder



2.
striped bass, bluefish


3.
Pier



1.
croaker, sea mullet, flounder



2.
spot, cobia, sheepshead


4.
Offshore



1.
tuna, king mackerel



2.
mahi-mahi, wahoo, blue marlin

15.
______________ also known as ________________ is NC’s state saltwater fish.


Red drum     Channel bass, Puppy drum
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