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North Carolina Aquariums                Animal Needs: Create your own aquarium!



Objective

Students will learn about the needs of living organisms by creating their own example of an aquarium.  

Set Up
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This activity will require a variety of craft supplies.  Choose from what you have available in your class: construction paper, scissors, glue, glitter, crayons, markers, paint, pipe cleaners, tissue paper, tape, or anything else you choose.   
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(This is an example.)

Activity

Begin this activity by discussing what animals need in order to survive.  All animals must have food, shelter, water, air, and space.  Do your students have pets?  Who takes care of them?  Who buys them food?  Do they like to play?  Animals kept in aquariums require special care too.  At our Aquarium, we have a staff of aquarists (people who take care of our aquariums and all the animals in them) who look after the needs of our animals.  

Have your students think about their favorite animal in the aquarium, it doesn’t have to be a fish!  Does it live with other animals?  What does it eat?  Where does it hide?  Does it live in fresh or salt water?  Does it have gills or lungs?  How big will it get?  How long will it live?

Make sure that each student has a large piece of construction paper (white or light blue may be best) and a dark piece to cut out the border of the tank.  Let imaginations run wild!  Have them make their very own aquarium for the animal they choose.  Make sure their home includes all of the things the animal will need to live: space, food, shelter, etc.  Once complete, display them for your very own in-class aquarium.

Variations

If you have more time to devote to this, these could be done as shadow boxes.  This would allow for them to be three-dimensional.  This could be displayed nicely as a mini-NC Aquarium in the classroom.

A fun twist on this activity is to make an edible aquarium.  Warning: this can be messy and there are a lot of sugar-filled goodies involved.  The base this would be a paper plate.  Instead of craft supplies, you would need to use food: fruit roll-ups, gummy fish and sharks, candy from pixy-stix and goldfish crackers are a few suggestions.  

Extension

Students could be split into groups to build their own aquarium with several exhibits.  Once they have named their aquariums, they could tell the class all about their different exhibits, what lives in them and how they keep all the animals healthy.
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