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Sea Turtle Tango Vocabulary

Sea turtles are reptiles that have been in the world’s oceans for 75 to 150 million years.  There are seven different species: Leatherback, Flatback (Australia), Green, Hawksbill, Loggerhead, Olive Ridley, Kemp’s Ridley.   All but the Olive Ridley and Flatback can be found in the waters of the Carolinas.  All sea turtle species are listed as either threatened or endangered, and are protected by law in the United States.  
CARAPACE
This is the top part of the shell on a turtle (it’s back).  This shell includes the turtle’s spine and ribs.  Sea turtles have a very flat carapace to make them more streamlined in the water so they can swim faster.  They cannot pull their head or legs into their shell.

PLASTRON
This is the bottom part of the shell on a turtle (it’s belly).

BEAK
No turtles have teeth- instead they have beaks!  Just like birds’ beaks are different shapes and sized based on what they eat, the same is true for turtles!  Loggerhead turtles have very strong beaks used for crushing the shells of animals, but leatherbacks have very soft beaks because they eat soft animals like jellyfish.
FLIPPER
Turtles use their flippers to propel themselves through the water.  They are flattened and work much like a paddle you would use for kayaking.
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Sea Turtle Tango


(To the tune of the Hokey Pokey)





You put your CARAPACE in


You put your CARAPACE out


You put your CARAPACE in


And you shake it all about


You do the Sea Turtle Tango


And you turn yourself around


That’s what it’s all about!





Repeat using all of the following parts:  


PLASTRON


BEAK


RIGHT FLIPPER�LEFT FLIPPER
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