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Dolphin Ditty Vocabulary

Dolphins are among the most intelligent marine mammals. The bottlenose dolphin gets its name from its bottle-shaped snout. Bottlenose dolphins typically weigh 440 to 600 pounds and reach an average size of 10 feet (some reach as much as 14 feet). Their lifespan is 30 to 50 years. Bottlenose dolphins prefer warm to tropical water. Dolphins consume 13 to 33 pounds of food per day. They feed on a variety of fish, cephalopods (such as squid and octopus), and other sea life using echolocation (bouncing sound off of objects to determine their location) to hunt and use a series of high-pitched clicks to stun prey. Bottlenose dolphins are social animals well known for their playful and carefree nature. They sometimes hunt in groups and herd schools of fish toward shore for feeding. 
DORSAL FIN
This fin helps keep dolphins stable when they swim. It is made of cartilage. Scientists use the markings and notches on dorsal fins as a fingerprint to keep track of dolphins in the wild.
BLOW HOLE
Dolphins breathe air, just like us.  Dolphins breathe by opening the blowhole on the top of their head.
TAIL FLUKES
Dolphins and whales move their tails up and down when they swim. Fish move their tails side-to-side.  Scientists sometimes use the markings and notches on whale flukes to keep track of them in the wild.
PECTORAL FIN 
Dolphins use their pectoral fins, or flippers, to help to steer and stop while swimming. These fins contain the same bones that are in our own arms and fingers, but their "hands" or fins are paddle-shaped for swimming.
MELON
The dolphin's forehead is called the melon. It is filled with a fatty tissue that helps focus sounds used for echolocation.
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Dolphin Ditty


(To the tune of the Hokey Pokey)





You put your DORSAL FIN in


You put your DORSAL FIN out


You put your DORSAL FIN in


And you shake it all about


You do the Dolphin Ditty


And you turn yourself around


That’s what it’s all about!





Repeat using all of the following parts: 


BLOW HOLE�TAIL FLUKES�RIGHT PECTORAL FIN�LEFT PECTORAL FIN


MELON











DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

(  MICHAEL F. EASLEY, GOVERNOR  (  WILLIAM G. ROSS JR., SECRETARY ( DAVID R. GRIFFIN, DIVISION DIRECTOR (
  [image: image2.wmf]
ACCREDITED BY THE AMERICAN ZOO AND AQUARIUM ASSOCIATION

[image: image3.wmf]_1091343336.bin

_1100965344.doc
[image: image1.png]






