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Shark Shimmy Vocabulary

Sharks are amazing fish that have been around since long before the dinosaurs existed. They live in waters all over the world, in every ocean, and even in some rivers and lakes. Unlike bony fish, sharks have no bones; their skeleton is made of cartilage, which is a tough, fibrous substance, not nearly as hard as bone; we have cartilage in our nose and ears!  Sharks also have no swim bladder (unlike bony fish).  There are many different species of sharks that range in size from the size of a person's hand to bigger than a bus. Fully-grown sharks range in size from 7 inches long (the Spined Pygmy shark), up to 50 feet long (the Whale shark).

DORSAL FIN

The dorsal fin keeps the shark's body stable as it swims through the water.

CAUDAL FIN 
The tail fin is what makes a shark move through the water.  Unlike dolphins, sharks and other fish move their tail from side to side, providing the power it needs to speed through the water.
PECTORAL FIN 
Like wings on an airplane, the pectoral fins provide the shark with a surface to aid lift during swimming. The pectorals also help in steering and turning and are used to brake forward motion. Sharks, unlike bony fishes, cannot swim in reverse.

JAWS
A shark’s jaws are filled with many teeth in many rows.  These teeth are constantly replaced during the animal’s lifetime.  Some sharks will produce more than 20, 000 teeth in their life!  All sharks have different shaped teeth depending on what they eat.
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Shark Shimmy


(To the tune of the Hokey Pokey)





You put your DORSAL FIN in


You put your DORSAL FIN out


You put your DORSAL FIN in


And you shake it all about


You do the Sea Turtle Shimmy


And you turn yourself around


That’s what it’s all about!





Repeat using all of the following parts:


CAUDAL FIN


LEFT PECTORAL�RIGHT PECTORAL�JAWS
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