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North Carolina Aquariums 

                                         Beach Clean Up



If you plan to visit our local beaches when you visit the NC Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores, this would be a great pre-visit activity.

Objective


Students will learn the difference between trash and recyclable materials.  They will also learn the many benefits to keeping our world a cleaner place.

Set Up


Collect bottle caps, candy wrappers, plastic bags, bottles, cans, and other miscellaneous litter.  This activity should be done at sand station or in a play pool filled with sand to make it seem like a beach clean up.  Place the various litter in the sand.

Activity


Set the stage for the students.  Explain that you are pretending that you are visiting the visiting the beach.  Talk about what animals live at the beach.  Ask your students if they like to go to the beach. Discuss some things you all enjoy about the beach.

Now, you arrive at the “beach”, and to your disappointment, it is covered with trash!  How did the trash get there?  Is it okay to leave trash places?

Let’s clean this “beach” up!  Allow the students to find trash and pick it up.  Make sure they dispose of the trash properly.  

After they get the “beach” cleaned up, discuss how some of the different trash items can be harmful to wildlife.  Plastic floating in the water may look like jellyfish.  Jellyfish are a food source for many animals including sea turtles and some whales.  Shiny aluminum cans may look like the shiny scales on a fish.  What animals in the ocean eat fish?  Can these items be dangerous to animals?  Do animals realize that these items are not food?

How can people stop wildlife from getting harmed by our waste?  Don’t litter, pick up trash, recycle, etc.  What does it mean to recycle something?  Can we recycle all litter?  Where should we place recyclable goods?  You could bring in items made from recycled products for the students to see. 

Variations

To do this on a larger scale, you could do this on the playground.  Just be extremely careful not to leave any litter behind!

Instead of setting this up as a “beach” clean up, you could do a habitat clean up.  This could be done outside or in the classroom.  
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