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North Carolina Aquariums 

             Aquarium Life Cycle Scavenger Hunt



As you tour our aquarium from the mountains to the sea, look for these clues and identify which animal is described.  

Hint:  Look for the answer in the gallery the clue is listed under!
Mountains
______Trout_________ In NC, this beautiful fish doesn’t usually live to be older than 4 years.  But in other parts of the United States, it can live up to 11 years.

Piedmont
_____Grass Carp____ This fish can pack on about 2 pounds every month when there is plenty of aquatic vegetation for it to eat.  They can eat as much vegetation as they weigh every day!

______River Otter___ The mom of this species gives birth to 2 to 4 pups in early spring, and cares for the pups for their first few months.  Hint:  This is the only mammal on exhibit at the aquarium!

Coastal Plain
__American Alligator_ The mothers of this reptile species can hear their babies crying while they are still inside the egg.  When it is time, she will roll the eggs around in her mouth to help them out!

Tidal Waters
___Horseshoe Crab_ Crabs, fish, and birds eat most of the 90,000 eggs this animal lays in the sand.

___Seahorse_______ The males of this funny looking fish are responsible for carrying the eggs until they hatch (about 3 weeks)!

___Sea Turtle_______ After laying about 120 eggs, this protected marine reptile returns to the ocean, never to see her offspring.  Only about 1 in 1000 of the babies will survive to reproduce.

Ocean
__Spiny Lobster_____ This crustacean starts its life as microscopic plankton, but they will grow to over 2 feet and weigh up to 30 pounds!

__Octopus__________ This eight-legged animal has a very short life-span.  Most live for only 2 years!
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