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Request Creature Features 
 
Each day, Aquarium education staff offer interactive programs called Creature Features. These 
programs take place at 11:30 am and 1:30 pm, and are generally 20-30 minutes long. Upon 
request, we are able to select and modify program topics to fit your curriculum and/or students 
interests. We honor these requests on a first come first serve basis, and ask that you give us at 
least two weeks notice to prepare the program for your group. Please keep in mind that while 
we will modify these programs to fit your group, they will remain open to the public, and all 
aquarium visitors will be welcomed to attend and participate.  
 
To request a Creature Feature, please include your request in your communication with our 
Registrar, or contact our School Programs Coordinator by calling 910-772-0560.  
 
The Creature Features we recommend for each grade level are as follows: 
 

Grade Level, Standard Covered Program Description 
Kindergarten, K.L.1.1, Compare different types of 
the same animal (i.e. different types of dogs, 
different types of cats, etc.) to determine 
individual differences within a particular type of 
animal. 

Turtles Times Three: Students will compare how 
different species of turtles have different 
characteristics depending on where they live.  

1st Grade, 1.L.1.2, Give examples of how the needs 
of different plants and animals can be met by their 
environments in North Carolina or different places 
throughout the world. 

Turtles Times Three: Students will compare how 
different species of turtles are adapted to different 
habitats, and how each habitats provides for the 
needs of each turtle. 

2nd Grade, 2.L.1.1, Summarize the life cycle of 
animals: Birth, Developing into an adult, 
Reproducing, Aging and death 

Jammin’ Jellies: Students demonstrate the life 
cycle of jellyfish, and learn how ocean predators 
help to keep jellyfish populations in balance.  

3rd Grade, 3.L.2.2, Explain how environmental 
conditions determine how well plants survive and 
grow. 

Pollinators: Students will discover how pollinators 
and other environmental factors help plants that 
we depend on grow and survive.  

4th Grade, 4.L.1.1,  Give examples of changes in an 
organism’s environment that 
are beneficial to it and some that are harmful. 

Amphibians: students learn how changes to 
habitats can be helpful or harmful for the Carolina 
Gopher Frog.  

5th Grade, 5.L.2.3, Infer the effects that may result 
from the interconnected relationship of plants and 
animals to their ecosystem. 

Pollinators: Students will explore how pollinators 
are an essential part of ecosystems, and how 
protecting ecosystems helps pollinators.   

6th Grade: 6.L.1.1, Summarize the basic structures 
and functions of flowering plants required for 
survival, reproduction and defense. 

Pollinators: Students will learn the parts and 
functions of the flower, and how flowering plants 
help us to survive.  

7th Grade: 7.L.2.3, Explain the impact of the 
environment and lifestyle choices on biological 
inheritance (to include common genetic diseases) 
and survival. 

Amphibians: Learn how specific environmental 
conditions affect the breeding abilities of the 
Carolina Gopher Frog.  
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8th Grade: 8.L.3.1, Explain how factors such as 
food, water, shelter and space affect populations 
in an ecosystem 

Sharks: Students will explore what factors are 
impact shark populations, and how the Aquarium 
is contributing to our understanding of shark 
populations.    

High School Biology: Bio.2.2.2, Explain how the 
use, protection and conservation of natural 
resources by humans impact the environment 
from one generation to the next. 

Sharks: Students learn why sharks and an 
important part of coastal environments, and 
discover what the North Carolina Aquariums are 
doing to conserve sharks.   

High School Earth and Environmental Science: 
EEn.2.6.4, Attribute changes in Earth systems to 
global climate change (temperature change, 
changes in pH of ocean, sea level changes, etc.) 

Turtle Times Three: Students will understand how 
climate change is impacting a number of different 
species of turtles.    

 
 


