
A female will use leaves, grass, sticks, and mud from 

her habitat to create a nest mound in which she can 

lay up to 50 soft leathery eggs. When baby alligators 

hatch, they will chirp for the attention of their  

mother, asking for help getting out of the nest.                                                                         

Do you think alligators make any other sounds?        

See the back for the answer. 

Alligators are semiaquatic reptiles that  

inhabit freshwater wetlands in coastal 

regions within their habitat range 

(southeastern U.S.).  In North Carolina, 

adult males will often exceed 12 feet in 

length and can weigh close to 500 pounds. 

Draw an oval that measures 2.5 inches in length on the ruler below.. 

Can you guess which 4 of the 5 body parts  

below a mother alligator will use to assist her 

babies out of their nest?                                 

Circle all of the answers you think are correct. 

Judging from the map to the left, which two 

states are likely to have the largest populations of 

alligators? Hint: alligators live in all parts of these two states.   

(Answer on the back. See Luna’s Story.) 
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Demonstrate 

how alligator 

teeth grow by  

stacking cups. 

An adult male alligator was once 

measured to have a bite strength of 

nearly 2100 pounds per square inch 

of force. By comparison, an adult 

human bite is closer to 170 pounds 

per square inch of force. 

           An alligator can have up to 80 teeth in its mouth at once.    

In a  lifetime though, an alligator may use up to 3000 teeth. 

North Carolina is generally the northernmost 

limit to the habitat range of American alligators. 

A newborn alligator, or hatchling, will measure between 7 and 8 inches long.   

Mark 7.5 inches on the ruler below with a big X . Then measure your hand 

on the same ruler.  At the tip of your longest finger, mark the ruler with a T. 

Is a baby alligator longer or shorter than your longest finger?____________  

American Alligators 

Alligator teeth fall out as they become 

loose or broken. When one tooth falls out, 

it’s instantly replaced by a new tooth that 

has been growing inside of it.                 

Notice that each tooth is hollow.         

Alligators have teeth in different sizes just 

like humans do. Some of their largest 

teeth can be 2 and 1/2 inches long.  

Baby alligators are so small that they need a little extra protection                   

from their predators. They are born nearly black except for                                       

a camouflaging pattern of yellow stripes that cross the body.                                                                

Color the baby alligator below so that it can hide in the grass.  



In addition to high-

pitched chirps by 

young alligators, 

adults will vocalize 

using hisses and     

bellows; especially for  

attracting a mate. 

Alligator stripes actually do fall off. As a reptile 

grows, they will shed scales that no longer fit well 

and new scales that have been growing underneath 

become exposed. 
Semiaquatic 

Reptile 

Freshwater 

Coastal 

Habitat 
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Hatchling 

Bellow 

Apex Predator 

A home providing all the environmental needs for an organism to survive 

Describes areas lying near the sea 

Describes an organism that lacks typical pigmentation;  most easily observed in skin tone and eye color 

Plates creating an outer protective layer, covering the bodies of some types of animals 

A vertebrate animal having dry scaly skin and typically laying soft-shelled eggs on land 

Capable of living both on land and in water 

Describes a young animal that has recently emerged from its egg 

An animal species at the top of its food chain and having no natural predators 

A deep loud roaring sound 

Marked by the death of the last individual in a species 

Describes aquatic species living in bodies of water having low dissolved salt (salinity). 

The use of color or patterns to disguise or hide 

Match the alligator terms below to their correct definition. 

Visit our YouTube channel to see videos of Luna                                                                    

 getting a bath in 2019, https://youtu.be/3MI78TklNMs                                              

 and celebrating her 10th birthday in 2015, https://youtu.be/QBLdmDuoVf8 

Luna’s Story:                                                                                 

Luna is an American Alligator at the NC Aquarium at Fort 

Fisher. She was born in Louisiana and moved to Florida 

for a short time before coming to Fort Fisher to live.      

In 2021, Luna will turn 16 years old and in January 2021, 

she measured over 7 feet long.                                       

One of the things that makes Luna so very special is  

being albino. She is almost completely white, except for 

her red eyes and the green algae that often grows      

between her scales. (See Luna’s picture bottom right.) 

From these 2 images, 

identify the alligator  

and color it green. Color 

the crocodile brown. 

What’s the difference between an alligator and a crocodile? 

Both alligators and crocodiles       

experience a big change in the      

role they take in their habitats.                

As babies, they are prey for larger 

animals. As adults they’re at the top 

of the food chain. 

Did you know?                                                                                                      

Alligators and Crocodiles 

are the only U.S. reptiles 

to raise their young. 

• Location—The only place in the U.S. where crocodiles can be found in the wild is southern Florida. 

• Head shape— Alligators have U-shaped heads while crocodiles have heads that look more like the letter V. 

Adult alligators are often dark in color, but 

they do not have distinct stripes like babies 

and juveniles. What happens to an alligator’s 

stripes as they grow? Do they fall off? 

“The Endangered Species Protection Act of 1966 was the first piece of  

comprehensive endangered species legislation [in the U.S.]. The goal, as 

stated in the 1966 Act, was to conserve, protect, restore, and propagate 

certain species of native fish and wildlife.” (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). 

The American Alligator was one of those first species to be listed for      

protection, having reached critically low numbers of wild individuals due to 

hunting and habitat loss. 20 years later, the American Alligator population 

was declared fully recovered, though habitat destruction and loss due to 

development and wetland drainage remains a threat to alligators today. 

https://youtu.be/3MI78TklNMs
https://youtu.be/QBLdmDuoVf8

